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of affairs, went first to the army, and there informed the
Duke of Ormonde of Her Majesty's intentions. He also
acquainted the States deputies with the Queen's uneasiness,
lest, by the measures they were taking, they should drive her
to extremities, which she desired so much to avoid. He
farther represented to them, in the plainest terms, the pro-
vocations Her Majesty had received, and the grounds and
reasons for her present conduct. He likewise declared to
the commanders in chief of the foreign troops, in the
Queen's pay, and in the joint pay of Britain and the States,
with how much surprise Her Majesty had heard, "That
there was the least doubt of their obeying the orders of the
Duke of Ormonde; which if they refused, Her Majesty
would esteem it not only as an indignity and affront, but as
a declaration against her; and, in such a case, they must
look on themselves as no farther entitled either to any
arrear, or future pay or subsidies."

Six regiments, under the command of Mr. Hill,1 were
now preparing to embark, in order to take possession of
Dunkirk ; and the Duke of Ormonde, upon the first intelli-
gence sent him, that the French were ready to deliver the
town, was to declare he could act no longer against France.
The Queen gave notice immediately of her proceedings to
the States. She let them plainly know, " That their per-
petual caballing with her factious subjects, against her
authority, had forced her into such measures, as otherwise
she would not have engaged in. However, Her Majesty was
willing yet to forget all that had passed, and to unite with
them in the strictest ties of amity, which she hoped they
would now do; since they could not but be convinced, by
the late dutiful addresses of both Houses, how far their High
Mightinesses had been deluded, and drawn in as instruments
to serve the turn, and gratify the passions, of a disaffected

1 John Hill, brother to Mrs. Masham. It is not difficult to guess at
the reason for this appointment. Here was a chance for Jack Hill to
achieve some glory and wipe away the disgrace of the ill-starred Quebec
expedition. As there was also no danger attached to the enterprise, all
the more likely that he would succeed. Hill sailed with Admiral Sir
John Leake and took peaceable possession of the town and forts. For
this he was appointed Governor of Dunkirk, and while there he sent
Swift a gold snuff-box as a present, "the finest that ever you saw," as
Swift wrote to Stella; See also vol. v., p. So, of this edition. [T. S.]
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